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The first Jews of New York went to USA 

in 1654 from Recife, Brazil

In Recife, Brazil, they founded Kahal Zur

Israel, the first synagogue of the New World. 

In 1654, when they arrived in New York, then 

known as New Amsterdam, they founded 

Shearith Israel, the first Jewish congregation 

in North America. These pioneer Jews had to 

fight for the creation of Jewish temples of 

worship, schools, and cemeteries in a time 

when there was no freedom of religion.

During this arduous process, they had a 

tremendous influence in the battle for equal 

rights. Today, the achievements of these Jews 

represent a victory for people of all faiths.

They were able to escape to New York at a 

time when there was strong anti-Semitism 

from the Portuguese and a war between 

Portugal and Holland.



The Dutch Brazilian Origins of the First 23 Jewish 

Settlers of New York: Where did they come from?

It seems that Jewish history keeps 

repeating itself: threat and persecution 

over the centuries obligated the Jews to 

move and settle in safer places. The first 

Dutch Jewish settlers of New York came 

from Brazil, but in fact their peregrination 

started in Holland. Before Holland, they 

came from Portugal, Spain, and France, 

among other countries.

In Brazil, because of the complaints of 

the Classis (governing body of the Dutch 

Reformed Church in Brazil), Judaism 

was tolerated but the Jews were ordered 

to conduct their services in seclusion 

(Wiznitzer, “Earliest” 54). In 1642, a 

group of 200 Jews came to Recife under 

the leadership of Rabbi Aboab (Bloom, 

Economic 130). Holland and its colonies 

attracted immigrants (Shulvass 22). http://www.portugesesynagoge.nl/eng/history/jewish-community

http://www.portugesesynagoge.nl/eng/history/jewish-community


The Dutch Brazilian Origins of the First 23 Jewish 

Settlers of New York: Where did they come from? (cont.)

The Dutch tolerance towards the Jews 

was based on the large amount of capital 

invested in Holland in shares of the West 

India Company, W.I.C. (Schappes 4).

In 1654, the Portuguese recovered the 

city. At that time, Holland was engaged in 

a war with Britain, and the Portuguese 

used this situation to recapture Recife 

(Sandler 41). The Portuguese executed 

thirteen Jews, even burning one alive, 

despite the agreement to consider the 

Jews equal to the Dutch (Emmanuel, 

“Light” 11). Rabbi Aboab was rescued by 

the Dutch and went back to live in 

Amsterdam where he persuaded the 

wealthy members of the community to 

build the great synagogue of Amsterdam 

(Enciclopédia 23). Other 23 went to 

New Amsterdan

http://www.jewsofnewyork.org/

http://www.jewsofnewyork.org/
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World Jewish Population (cont.) 



How many Jews live in NY today?

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/18/nyregion/reversing-past-trend-new-yorks-jewish-population-rises.html?_r=0

The New York 

metropolitan area is 

home to the largest 

Jewish population in 

the world outside Israel. 

Until late 2005 or early 

2006, when Israel 

surpassed the United 

States as having the 

largest Jewish population 

in the world, the New York 

metropolitan area had 

more Jews than Tel Aviv. 

After dropping from a peak 

of 2.5 million in the 1950s 

to a low of 1.4 million in 

2002 the population of 

Jews in the New York 

metropolitan area grew to 

1.54 million in 2011.

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/18/nyregion/reversing-past-trend-new-yorks-jewish-population-rises.html?_r=0
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Jewish Religion: Reform, Conservative and Ortodox

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Jewish_World_Today/Denominations.shtml

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Jewish_World_Today/Denominations.shtml
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My life in NY



My live in NY
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